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ABSTRACT 
Data on the quantity of seaweeds harvested from the natural seaweed beds of ~ a m i l  Nadu 
coast were collected at monthly intervals from different landing centres for a period of 4 
years from 1996 to 1999. During this period, the quantity of agar yielding seaweeds viz. 
Gelidiella acerosa, Gracilaria edulis, G. crassa and G. folii/era varied from 746 to 1296 
tonnes (dry wt) and that of algin yielding seaweeds Sargassum spp., Turbinaria spp. and 
Cysroseira trinodis varied from 1884 to 3817 tonnes (dry wt) per year. From the data on 
collection of seaweeds from the Gulf of Mannar and Palk Bay, commercial harvest is 
suggested only during their peak growth period from July 1 August to January every year. 
The harvest of commercially important seaweeds in a rational way from other parts of the 
Indian coast and also from Lakshadweep and Andaman - Nicobar islands is recommended. 
The necessity for starting large scale cultivation of seaweeds particularly agarophytes is 
also emphasised for successfi~l running of Indian seaweed industries. 
Introduction 
Seaweeds are important renewable 
resources found in sea, estuaries and 
backwaters. They are the only source for the 
production of phytochemicals namely agar, 
agarose, carrageenan and algin. In India, 
seaweeds are mainly used for the commercial 
production of agar, alginates and also liquid 
seaweed fertilizer. Thus the seaweed 
industries offer elriployment to hundreds of 
people living in the coastal areas. 
The commercial exploitation of  
seaweeds is going on in India since 1966 
(Silas and Kaliniuthu, 1987). Detailed account 
on the distribution, potential areas for 
commercial exploitation of seaweeds, their 
standing crop in different maritime states of 
India and the seaweed resources in estuaries 
and backwaters of  Tamil Nadu and 
Pondichery was given by Kaliaperumal et. al. 
(1995), Kaliaperumal et. al. (1987), 
Kaliaperumal and Kalimuthu (1997) and 
Kalimuthu et. al. (1995). However, the need 
for commercial cultivation of agar yielding 
red algae was also stressed by Kalimuthu and 
Kaliaperumal (1996) due to the increasing 
utilisation of  agar.  Knowledge on the 
availability and exploitation of seaweeds in 
the previous years will help for the rationals 
exploitation and for the sustainable utilisation 
in the future. Information on the total quan- 
tity of agarophytes viz. Gelidiella acerosa, 
Gracilaria edulis, G. crassa and G. folifera 





